Legal Guidelines

Title 1 Section 241 reads as
ollows:
{SIf

ore persons CODSPII‘B to in-

Jure, oppress, t hreaten, or intimidate any

citiz the free exercise or enjoymen 0

“any r@s or privileges secure im by
the Tonstitution or laws of the United
States, or because of his having so exercis-
ed the same; or
If two or more persons go in disguise on
the highway, or on the premises of another,
with intent to prevent or hinder his free
exercise or enjoyment of any right or

privilege so secured—

00 i i

‘Shall be subject to imprisonment for any
term of years or for life.”’

The elements of a violation of this Sec-
tion are:

(1) Conspiracy-by-t#e-ersaare pErsons.

fined not more __thah

$10,000 or imprisoned not more than ten
yea‘m’, or both; and 1l deatn results, they

(2) For the purpose of. oEpressing,
threatening, or 1nt1m1datmg any citize citizen in
the-tree exercise or enjo % of enjoyment ot past ex-
ercise of any nghts‘T)BrLB%ﬂ'e_ges secured
to him by the Tonstitution or laws of the
United States.

JXiolations of this section are a Ielogy and
punishable by a fine of not more than
$IOIOQO or imprisonment for not more than
10 vears, except where a death resuits,

violations in such cases are punishable by

imprisonment for any term of years or for
life.

Sectlon 241 ertams to police offlcers
w, as well as o

“private citizens, but it differs from Section

242 in two major respects. First, Section
24 1sis licable only to conspiracy involv-
fng two or more persons. Secondly, Section
ans only to citizens of the United
States, whereas Section 242 pertains to any
inhabitants.
The county may assume responsibility
for compensatory damages, but it is highly
unlikely that any local government

would be authorized to pay any part of
a judgement or claim which is punitive.




